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VERBAL INTERACTION BETWEEN TEACHERS AND PUPILS WHEN THEY 
ARE READING CRITICALLY IS REPORTED. SIX HUNDRED FIFTY-ONE 
CHILDREN AND 24 TEACHERS FROM SEVEN ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS IN 
COLUMBUS, OHIO, SERVED AS SUBJECTS DURING THE 9-MONTH 
INVESTIGATION. TWELVE CLASSES, TWO AT EACH OF THE SIX 
ELEMENTARY GRADE LEVELS, WERE GIVEN TRAINING IN CRITICAL 
READING WHILE 12 CLASSES WERE INSTRUCTED IN LITERATURE. 

TEACHER QUESTIONS AND STUDENT RESPONSES WERE THE MAIN FOCUS 
OF THE STUDY. AN INSTRUMENT WAS DEVISED FOR OBSERVING VERBAL 
BEHAVIOR. EIGHT CATEGORIES OF TEACHER QUESTIONS WERE 
INFLUENCED BY BLOOM'S APPROACH, AND FIVE PUPIL CATEGORIES, 
REPRESENTING LEVELS OF THOUGHT, WERE INFLUENCED BY GUILFORD'S 
STRUCTURE. TEACHERS WERE INFORMED OF FOR THCOMING CLASSROOM 
OBSERVATIONS WHICH TOTALED SIX IN NUMBER AND LASTED FOR 25 
MINUTES. CHI-SQUARE WAS USED TO ANALYZE THE DATA. THE 
INCLUDED RESULTS INDICATED THAT--(l) THERE IS A DEFINITE 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN TEACHER QUESTIONS AND QUALITY OF PUPIL 
RESPONSES, (2) TEACHERS IMPROVED IN THEIR ABILITY TO ASK 
QUESTIONS, (3) TRAINING OF TEACHERS AND SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONAL 
MATERIALS INFLUENCED VERBAL BEHAVIOR, (4) LIMITED GRADE LEVEL 
TRENDS WERE DISCERNABLE IN TEACHERS QUESTIONS, AND (5) 
DEVELOPMENTAL TRENDS IN PUPIL RESPONSES WERE IDENTIFIABLE IN 
THE EXPERIMENTAL GROUP. TABLES AND THE OBSERVATION DIRECTIONS 
ARE INCLUDED. <BK) 



O 

ERIC 



* 



■ i 



ON 

i — ( 

QO 



t — i 




LU 



U.5. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION & WELFARE 
OFFICE OF EDUCATION 



THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRODUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM THE 
PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGINATING IT. POINTS OF VIEW OR OPINIONS 
STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT OFFICIAL OFFICE OF EDUCATION 
POSITION OR POLICY. 



Division for the study of education 
Occasional paper series 
School of Education 
The Ohio State University 



OBSERVATIONS OF TEACHER- PUPIL VERBAL BEHAVIOR 
DURING CRITICAL READING LESSONS 




Martha King 
Willavene Wolf 
Charlotte Huck 
Bernice Ellinger 
Bruce Gansneder 



o 

e 






S 



"IT 



0 



OBSERVATIONS OF TEACHER-PUPIL VERBAL BEHAVIOR 
DURING CRITICAL READING LESSONS 



Despite widespread agreement that the development of critical readers is an 
esteemed goal of education, the attainment of this goal has been alarmingly slow. 
Several factors might be identified as inhibiting greater accomplishment in this area: 
vague and ambiguous concepts of the nature of critical reading, inadequate teaching 
methods and materials, or failure to understand the essential ingredients of the 
teaching processes that produce critical readers. Research undertaken at the Ohio 
State University! to test the feasibility of teaching elementary school children to 
read critically attempted investigated each of the above inhibiting factors . Steps 
were taken to refine, clarify, and verify a comprehensive definitior of critical 
reading; special materials and techniques for instruction in critical reading skills 
we.e developed and tested; and classroom teaching sessions were studied in order 
to better understand the significance of the verbal interaction between teachers and 
pupils when they are reading at the critical level. It is this third phase of the 
research study that is the subject of this paper; however, a brief description of 
the major study will provide essential background information. 

The central purpose of the comprehensive study was to determine whether 
or not critical reading skills can be taught to elementary school pupils while growth 
and interest in other general reading skills is maintained. Several minor, but 
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important, questions related to this central problem were identified as follows: 

(1) What is the relationship between critical reading ability and other subject char- 
acteristics, such as general reading ability, intelligence, and personality factors; 

(2) What specific problems do teachers encounter as they engage in teaching criti- 
cal reading; (3) Which of the critical reading skills can most effectively be taught 
in the elementary school; and (4) What is the relationship between classroom teach- 
ing procedures and the pupils' growth in critical reading? 

To investigate these various questions, 651 children and 24 teachers from 7 
elementary schools in the Columbus (Ohio) Metropolitan Area were involved in an 
intensive project that extended over nine months of the 1965-66 school year. 

The study was built around a non-equivalent control group design in which twelve 
classrooms (two at each grade level} were given special reading materials and 
instruction in critical reading; and the remaining twelve groups (designated the 
controls) were given no instruction in critical reading, but were provided an equal 
amount of instruction and specially prepared materials in selected areas children's 
literature. The research was conducted in the following four distinct, but over- 
lapping, phases: (1) refining and verifying the definition of critical reading, 

(2) pilot observation of existing practices in teaching critical reading and of the 
effectiveness of staff-prepared lessons, (3) development of materials and techniques 
for teaching critical reading, (4) construction of tests to measure growth in critical 
reading, and (5) the final phase of conducting the major experiment, which included 
testing, instruction in critical reading, and observations of teaching sessions. 
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The Purpose of the Observation Study 

Various kinds of printed tests were employed as the evaluation instruments 
for most aspects of the research study; however, they would not provide impor- 
tant data needed to understand the dynamics of teacher-pupil interaction during 
reading Instruction. Developments in observational techniques in the general area 
of teacher behavior and success in the early pilot observation study, reported 
to AERA in 1966, led the researchers to organize procedures for controlled obser- 
vations of reading classes. Research studies have indicated that the verbal 
behaviors of teachers and pupils are highly influential in pupils' learning. From 
an analysis of classroom language, Bellack.^ concluded that the teaching act has 
a definlt structure which is controlled by the teacher through structuring and solic- 
iting moves; the pupils' role in the structure is to respond to the soliciting moves 
of the teacher. In this primary role, the teacher's language i§ an important deter- 
miner of what the pupiis learn. Taba maintains that the questions teachers ask 
play a crucial role in the development of pupils' cognitive skills because they 
circumscribe the mental operations which pupils can perform and determine which 
modes of thought they learn. 

Teacher's questions and the related pupil responses became the central con- 
cern of the present study which was designed to find out what kinds of teacher 
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